Social Studies Explanatory Writing Prompt

Explanatory writing answers questions about what and how. This kind of writing helps readers understand a concept like the “three branches of government,” an event like the American Revolutionary War, a theme like the Industrial Revolution, or a person like Martin Luther King, Jr. The aim is to help the reader understand, not to tell a story or persuade.  

During the next 20 minutes, write about one concept, movement, event, theme, or historical figure from this class – one that stands out to you as important to understand, live within, or change the world around you.

Use the checklist that follows to help you plan, write, and revise your response. 

· Have I clearly and effectively introduced my topic?

· Have I organized my information logically? 

· Have I used facts, definitions, concrete details, examples, and experiences to develop my topic?

· Have I used words specific to my topic to help the reader understand?

· Have I used a formal style throughout the response?

· Have I written a clear and effective conclusion?
· Have I checked my spelling, grammar, and handwriting?

Use the back of this page for listing and organizing your ideas.



Writing Prompt


Identify and describe one concept, movement, event, theme or historical figure from this class that stands out for you.  Include how understanding this concept, movement, event or historical figure will help the reader better understand, live within and/or change the world around you.











