Sample Argument Essay Outline


Sample Argument Essay Outline
I. Introduction

a. Broad introduction loosely connected to the claim.  It must include a catchy lead.

b. Become more specifically connected to the claim as you move closer to the end of the paragraph.

c. State your claim:  Although “Y” is true, “X” is better because…

II. Paragraph(s) to acknowledge and refute opposing claims 
a. Example:  Some people believe that Y is great.  They say that… (evidence).  

b. However… (counterpoint).  They also believe (evidence).  Yet, (counterpoint).

c. Note:  This paragraph may go either before or after your body paragraphs proving your claim.

III. Body paragraphs proving your claim.  Each should include:
a. Topic Sentence
b. Evidence
c. Reasoning

d. More Evidence
e. Reasoning

f. Concluding sentence (with transition to next paragraph)

IV. Conclusion Paragraph

a. Restate claim using different words.

b. Become broader as you reiterate your point. 

c. End by connecting directly back to the lead.
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