Handwriting speed: Letters per Minute

Directions: Tell students copy the provided paragraph. Tell them that they will have one and a half minutes to legibly copy as much as they can. Set the timer for one and a half minutes and tell the students to begin. After one and a half minutes, tell them to stop. Have the students count the number of letters they were able to copy and record the number in the box labeled number of letters copied in 90 seconds. At your discretion you can have your students complete the formula for converting the number of letters copied in 90 seconds to letters Per Minute (LPM).
Proficient score: 

	Mean Handwriting Speeds: Letters per Minute

	
	Girls
	Boys

	Grade 1
	21
	17

	Grade 2
	36
	32

	Grade 3
	50
	45

	Grade 4
	66
	61

	Grade 5
	75
	71

	Grade 6
	91
	78

	Grade 7
	109
	91

	Grade 8
	118
	112

	Grade 9
	121
	114


Handwriting Legibility Rubric
Directions: The copied words are scored for the four handwriting qualities listed, letter formation, letter size, even spaces, and capitals and end marks, by the writer, a peer evaluator, and the teacher. Every evaluator rates each quality. First, have the writers score each of the qualities by writing the letter “w” in the four boxes that represent their scores. Then, have the peer evaluators score each of the qualities by writing the letter “p” in the four boxes that represent their scores. Finally, the teachers score each of the qualities by writing the letter “t” in the four boxes that represent their scores.

Proficient score: 3 or above by all three scorers
Assessment of Handwriting Fluency and Legibility
Name___________________________  Date______________________
Every day people use paper. We write on it and read from it. We use it in books, newspapers, magazines, and letters. It would seem that the uses for paper are nearly endless. Back in the 1950's, a young girl named Sadako Sasaki even used paper as a means of hope and inspiration. Sadako was two when she was exposed to deadly radiation from the atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima in World War II. 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


                             

	Legibility Rubric

	Handwriting qualities
	1 - Illegible
	2 - Poor
	3 - Average
	4 - Good
	5 - Excellent

	A-Letter formation
	
	
	
	
	

	B-Letter size
	
	
	
	
	

	C-Spaces
	
	
	
	
	

	D-Capitals and end marks
	
	
	
	
	



Number of letters copied in 90 seconds


Divided by 1.5 = Letters Per Minute (LPM)
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